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Serio-us Lock 

Provides Green Technology

Automatic Dumpster Locks That Prevent Pollution:

• CO2 Emissions

• Litter

• Water Pollution
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Serio-us Lock - Fast Facts

 Founded in 1989 - in business over 18 years

 Recognized leader in automatic dumpster locks

 Close to a million locks in use worldwide

 Supply the 10 largest haulers in over 1000 cities

 Supply over 300 Municipalities

 Nationwide Distribution Channels

 Variety of stock products as well as customized 
products

 Trusted, proven products backed by a warranty
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Some of the Reasons Why so Many 

Dumpster are Locked
 Eliminate Illegal Dumping

 Protect Against Identity Theft

 Reduce Liability Exposure From Dumpster 
Divers, Homeless And Children 

 Keep Rainwater Out

 Protect Recyclables

 Maintain Neatness And Cleanliness

 Keep Animals Out
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution

1. Cuts CO2 Emissions (60lbs. per dumpster per 
year!)

2. Keeps Rainwater Out

3. Keeps litter from Blowing Out

4. Protects Recyclables

5. Reduces Illegal Dumping

6. Keeps Animals and Rodents Out
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution

1. Cuts CO2 Emissions

• Uses manual padlock

• Driver must leave 

truck idling to get out 

to unlock and again to 

relock the dumpster.

• Up to 6 minutes of 

idling time per 

dumpster per week

Old Locking Method
(per dumpster)

With the Serio-Us 

automatic lock the 

driver doesn’t have 

to get out of the 

truck to unlock or 

relock the container.

New Serio-us Lock Method
(per dumpster)

Annual Wasted Truck Idle Time 3.03 hrs.

Annual CO2 Produced 60.67 lbs.

Annual Wasted Truck Idle Time 0 hrs.

Annual CO2 Produced 0 lbs.

Overall Impact

• There are thousands of manually locked dumpsters 

in every city –meaning tons of CO2 can be 

eliminated in each city each year

• The Serio-us lock further reduces CO2 emissions by 

lightening loads and reducing trips to the dump

Just pull 

up, dump, 

and go
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution

1. Cuts CO2 Emissions

Calculations of CO2 for each dumpster* locked with a padlock

* We estimate that there are hundreds of thousands of padlocked dumpsters in the United States and that in major metropolitan

areas there are 10,000 or more padlocked dumpsters producing 600,000 pounds of unnecessary CO2 per year.

** Numerous sources for this information were reviewed.  Some variation in the data from different sources was noted but all 

fell within a common range.  The data presented here is intended to reflect the average found after reviewing multiple sources.
+ The average was 3.5.  Estimates ranged up to 6 minutes which would result in 104 pounds of CO2 per year.

Category Data Source

Gallons of as consumed per hour of idling** 1 US EPA;   Makealeap.org

Pounds CO2 Produced per gallon of gas used** 20 EPA, Aspen Clean Air, Hinkle Foundation

Minutes to unlock/relock+ 3.5 Serious Lock survey

Minutes per year to un/relock 182 Calculation

Hoursper year to un/relock 3.033 Calculation

Gallons of gas used 3.033 Calculation

Pounds of CO2 Produced 60.67 Calculation
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution 

2. Keeps Rainwater Out

•“Dumpster Juice” -“Leaks from … rainwater in the 

dumpsters … runs to the gutter”

• Rainwater adds to weight of trash and landfill bill 

and to fuel used (CO2 and other pollution generated) 

to haul heavier load

•“Keep dumpster lids closed to keep out rainwater”

• Locks keep the lids closed
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution 

3. Keeps Litter from Blowing Out
• Eliminate litter blowing around

• Costs businesses

• Poor image and lost sales

• Time to clean up litter
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution

4. Protects Recyclables

Many 

programs 

across the 

country 

already use 

Serio-US 

locks
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution

5. Reduces Illegal Dumping

• Often by homeowners avoiding 

PAYT system charges

•Seal the “waste stream” and 

increase diversion rates

Illegal trash adds to fuel used 

(and CO2 and other pollution 

generated) through

• More trips to the dump and

• Heavier loads
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How Serio-us Lock Helps Prevent Pollution

6. Keeps Animals and Rodents Out

• Another common problem across the country

• Animals and Rodents Scatter Debris from Dumpsters
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Additional Reasons for Locking Dumpsters

Protect Against Identity Theft

• Seemingly endless stories across the country

• Employee, customer and medical records

• Potential liability for businesses and haulers
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Additional Reasons for Locking Dumpsters

Reduce Liability Exposure From Homeless And Children 

• Multiple incidents across the country

• Potential liability for businesses and haulers



Free Green Technology

$1,500 $$??

Identity

Theft

And

$1,000 Liability

Exposure

$840

$$??

$500 Unauthorized Lost

Dumping Padlocks

And $197

Rainwater Truck

Cost $0

No Manual Serio-us Lock

Lock Lock Automatic

Lock

Annual Operating Cost

Per Container

The Serio-us Lock Actually Pays For Itself 

in a matter of months
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Serio-us Lock
Environmental Organization Support Program

For almost two decades, Serio-us Lock, the recognized leader in 
automatic dumpster locks, has brought innovation and savings to 
the solid waste and recycling industry.  Through these years of 
real world experience, Serio-us Lock has developed a unique 
body of knowledge that it routinely employs to help recyclers and 
waste haulers (municipal and private) across the country to 
develop innovative solutions to novel challenges.

We are ready to bring this knowledge to the table to work 
collaboratively with environmental organizations to develop grant 
proposals and design and implement studies and projects that 
reduce waste and pollution and increase recycling and diversion 
rates.
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Appendix

Additional Product 

Information
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The Serio-US Lock!

S Series and W Series

http://www.seriouslock.com/site/products/s_serieslock.html
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Automatic LOCK RELEASE KIT

Fits all container sizes, 

flat and slope

Ideal for plastic 

containers
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We have it all locked up

Our products are designed to meet all FEL 

container specifications found in the field.

 2 yd, 3 yd, 4yd, 6yd, 8yd,& 10 yd containers

 Flat, Slope, Cathedral

 Plastic & Metal containers

 Varied Channel Depth & Height

 Recycling containers

 Cardboard slots & slotted lids


